is here made the fountain of all benefits and the
population itself is execrated for all failures. State
economy fills daily work with public emotion;
dictatorship so directs this emotion as to secure
loyalty to the State even in the midst of a catastrophe.
Under the Soviet system the capitalist relation
between private and public motives is turned inside
out. Whereas the avowed task of the private owner
is self-seeking, and his implied social functions are
out of sight, the Soviet ruler is overtly working for
the public good only, and his personal ambitions
remain behind the scenes. For these reasons the
system in the U.S.S.R. is felt to be purposeful even
though its actions are not particularly reasonable,
and it is considered as social though its inequalities
are striking.

But there still remains the major consideration,
that this dictatorship is acclaimed as a liberation of
the workers. The reason is that the workers draw
greater spiritual advantage from the unification of
economic consciousness, and suffer less serious losses
by it, than any other parts of the community. The v
emblem of the State, with which the workers asso-
ciate themselves and which is stamped on all sign-
boards, is to them what the national flag was to the
people of earlier days when it was spread out over
all the blazons of the feudal lords. They axe not
owners of their factories any more than the British
citizen is owner of the British Navy. But they are
owners to the same extent, and as such they can
take pride in their factories as much as the British
take pride in their Navy.

Mediaeval craftsmanship and, later, pioneer busi-
ness   life  in   which everybody was an owner or
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